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TRUST 40th CELEBRATION DINNER

(written by Lee Stevens)

The Trust held a 40th Anniversary celebratory dinner at the
Parnell Rose Gardens in Auckland on the 26th February.
This was a wonderful evening attended by the Trust family
and entertained by members of the Auckland Philharmonic
Orchestra, the New Zealand Youth Choir and Father Chris
Skinner.

Tena koutou katoa,
On behalf of the Trustees (Alex, Penny, myself) and our
Advisory Trustees (Darren and Victoria Priday), we wish our
“Trust family” and friends a peaceful, tranquil and blessed
Christmas and New Year.

(written by Darren Priday)

This year has been, in so many ways throughout our nation,
nothing short of “extraordinary” and a time of great
sadness with both the devastating earthquake in
Christchurch and the tragedy at the Pike River coal mine.
The Trust has offered its support to the Canterbury region
by making a grant to the Wayne Francis Charitable Trust
where it will be used to assist the many needs resulting
from the Christchurch earthquake.
The lingering financial crisis has continued to take a toll
upon the financial performance of The Trust, reducing total
grants this financial year $7,380 to $58,974. Given this, it
has been necessary to curtail/suspend some funding
partnerships, although we have worked hard to sustain a
number of our on-going funding partnerships and provide
critical start-up funding for the fantastic Liberty of Being
Me Foundation.
Fortunately this year’s investment income is currently on
track to increase by 1.5% - although with so much economic
uncertainly at this time this scenario may well change! As a
result, at this stage we are anticipating modestly increasing
The Trust grants next year (by ~$6,289 to $65,263), subject
to there being no material decline in the Trusts income.

The audience also enjoyed a fantastic address by keynote
speaker John Prendergast, Chair of Philanthropy New
Zealand, as well as hearing from all of the Trustees and
Advisory Trustees.
One of the highlights of the evening included an emotional
presentation of a beautiful Tokotoko (ceremonial carved
walking stick) by Kaumātua Jimi Heta and Chris Skinner to
Lee to recognise his 40 years of service to the community.

We wish to highlight the enormous contribution of Alex in
his overseeing and skilled management of the Trust’s
portfolio during these most testing times, investment wise,
since the great depression.
To help reduce the impact upon our recipients, we have not
produced a full newsletter this year and will be distributing
the shorter newsletter via email and our website. We hope
you like it!
It is VERY important that our Trust recipients continue to
connect with us and collectively build stronger
partnerships. We for our part look forward next year to
further mutual strengthening of those partnerships with
each of you.
We wish each of you Christmas blessing and best wishes.

Lee receiving the Tokotoko from Jimi Heta and Chris

Another highlight included the showing of a fantastic
movie produced about the Trust, which can be viewed on
the Trust website (www.rcstevens.org.nz).

THE ARTS

COMMUNITY

AUCKLAND PHILHARMONIA ORCHESTRA
(Funding partnership commenced in 2000. Total grants to
date $46,175)

HIMALAYAN TRUST
(Funding Partnership commenced in 1972 - two years after
the establishment of our Charitable Trust. Total grants to
date $25,000)

Re-instated the Musicians Chair program, which was
deferred in 2010.
Since 2002 we have sponsored Mark Bennett, violinist. We
have great admiration for Mark’s skill and flair and he is
also “great” company!

One of the most significant personal highlights for Penny
and I was our first trip to Nepal in May to attend the 50 th
anniversary dinner of the Himalayan Trust in Kathmandu
(established by the late Sir Edmund Hillary in 1961).
This gave us an opportunity to visit the primary school in
Phaplu in the Himalayan mountains that the Trust has been
financially supporting since 2008. The welcome was
nothing short of heartwarming and the whole school
turned out to welcome us both.

Mark with daughter Lauren at the 40th Anniversary dinner

NEW ZEALAND YOUTH CHOIR
(Funding partnership commenced in 2002. Total grants to
date $9,100)

It was one of the most “fantastic” experiences of our lives
and was also very “mind changing”. We have committed
funding to that school for the next four years. As well as
funding some major infrastructure refurbishment of the
classrooms and funding a telephone/internet connection,
we have also inaugurated scholarships for a number of
young children who are in real poverty to fund their school
uniforms, shoes and school bag together with school logo.
We have attached a photo of this year’s scholarship
recipients, which includes Tara (a young orphan that Penny
and I personally sponsor) a brilliant experience!

Funding was provided towards the tuition costs of seven
students.

In addition, whilst we were in Nepal we met up with an
Phaplu scholarship recipients, including Tara
The NZ Youth Choir recipients
TEMPO DANCE FESTIVAL TRUST
A new recipient this year’s grant of $1,000 was allocated
towards the costs of honoring a dance teacher Dorothea.
VIVA ECLECTIKA 2011
This also is a new funding partnership, a bi-annual multicultural concert held on 27th August, with performances
from the University of Auckland Indian Club, the Auckland
University of Technology Dance Company performing with
new friends from the New Zealand Chinese Association, the
Connolly Irish School, together with other performance
from Chinese, Korean, Greek and Brazilian Capoeira.

amazing and inspirational friend of ours (Ann Firth Murray)
who lives in the USA and started the Global Fund for
Women there. Through Ann we met up with an equally
inspirational Nepalese lady, Rita Sharpa. Not only is she
inspirational but a lady of “action!” who has set up two Not
For Profits (NFPs) in Nepal, including:
Tewa: Raises funds locally to make grants for women’s
organisations in Nepal.
Nagarik Aawaz: Works to transform conflict and build
peace by working with conflict affected youth and women,
encouraging them to forgive rather than seek revenge and
transforming them into community/peace workers to
further drive change.

Nepal has been through a 10 year civil war between the
government and Maoists culminating in a peace agreement
and the abdication of the monarchy to a republic.
Over 5,000 young people involved in this conflict have now
been absorbed into civil society.
Penny and I visited both these organisations and were so
inspired by the staff that we have allocated some funds this
year towards their operating costs as they are the most
difficult area in which to source funding.

CLARRIE STEVENS MEMORIAL LAW SCHOLARSHIP
(Scholarship commenced in 1998. Total grants made to date
$49,000)
This year’s recipient was Heidi Baillie, whose interest is in
Resource Management and property Law. This year she
has studied Wills and Trusts which was my late father’s
principal focus in his Law practice.

THE COMMUNITY SOUL TRUST
This year Lee accepted a position of Trustee on a new
Youth oriented Trust based in Glen Innes called
”Community Soul Trust” and the Trust assisted with some
modest funding.

Mark, John, recipient Heidi Baillie and Geoff

EDUCATION
GLENDOWIE COLLEGE
(Funding Partnership commenced in 1993. Total grants
made to date $$60,845)
“The Stephen Dakers Memorial Art Scholarship.”
This award is named after a former student of Glendowie

We wish to thank the Dunedin based Law Panel, Mr. Geoff
Thomas (Lawyer consultant), John Smillie (Professor of
Law) and Roger Macassey (Law Partner) for their ongoing
oversight of this scholarship and Mr Mark Henaghan (Dean
of the Law Faculty) for his personal interest and assistance.

NEW HORIZONS FOR WOMEN TRUST
(Funding Partnership commenced in 1998. Total grants to
date $35,300)
This Trust provides Second Chance Education for Women.
The education Award is named after my late mother, Rua,
with priority given to an applicant in early childhood
education. The award recognises the interests of Rua, who
was a kindergarten teacher in her early days.
This year’s recipient is Molly Makata from Mangere who is
studying for a Bachelor of Education (Primary) at the
University of Auckland.

TAMAKI COLLEGE ( MUSIC DEPARTMENT)
(Instigated in 2010. Total grants to date $4,200)
Lee and Penny with recipient Al-Al-Zubaidi
College, an outstanding musical ambassador for music
who completed one year of a B.Mus (Jazz) degree at
Auckland University before moving on to Massey
University’s Wellington campus to complete his degree.
Tragically, Stephen died in an accident before commencing
the course. This scholarship provides $1,000 towards a
student’s costs in his first year of tertiary study.
This year’s recipient was Al-Al-Zubaidi from Iraq. Boy was
he amazing playing his electric guitar.

Funding was allocated for:Vocal workshops
Musical instruments
College CD 2010

TAMAKI COLLEGE (TE POHO O TAMAKI)
(Partnership commenced 2010. Total grants to date $1,500)
Funding was allocated towards jackets for the students of
Te Poho o Tamaki.

THE LIBERTY OF BEING ME FOUNDATION
(Funding partnership commenced in 2010. Total grants to
date $57,000)
The Trust is the principal funder of this Foundation, which
was recently established by Penny to promote awareness
of the importance of self esteem.

The initial project is Mother-Daughter workshops,
providing an opportunity for mothers and their 8-13 year
old daughters to bond and providing tools for maximising
their relationships’ potential.
Funding was allocated towards its capacity building
operations.
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